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THE 'REINSURANCE TREATY' OF 1887.
(a) Treaty between Germany and Russia.   Berlin, June 18, 1887.
The Imperial Courts of Germany and of Russia, animated by an equal desire to strengthen the general peace by an understanding destined to assure the defensive position of their respective States, have resolved to confirm the agreement established between them by a special arrangement, in view of the expiration on June 15/27, 1887, of the validity of the secret Treaty and Protocol, signed in 1881 and renewed in 1884 by the three Courts of Germany, Russia, and Austria-Hungary. To this end the two Courts have named as Plenipotentiaries:
His Majesty the Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia, the Sieur Herbert Count of Bismarck-Schoenhausen, His Secretary of State in the Department of Foreign Affairs;
His Majesty the Emperor of All the Russias, the Sieur Paul
Count   Schouvaloff,   His   Ambassador   Extraordinary   and
.   Plenipotentiary to his Majesty the Emperor of Germany,
King of Prussia,
who, being furnished with full powers, which have been found in good and due form, have agreed upon the following Articles:
ARTICLE I.
In case one of the High Contracting Parties should find itself at war with a third great Power, the other would maintain a benevolent neutrality towards it, and would devote its efforts to the localization of the conflict. This provision would not apply to a war against Austria or France in case this war should result
[The essential Articles of the ' Reinsurance Treaty/ as copied from the Russian archives, were published in an English translation by Professor Serge Goriainov in his article, "The End of the Alliance of the Emperors," in the American Historical Review, January, 1918, pp. 324-349. This article, which is of great interest, appears not yet to have attracted the attention of European scholars. A. C. C.]